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Suffragists Exclude Dr. Mary Walker.
Bill for Suffrage to Cities of the Third Class.
If the plans of the woman suffragists of the
state do not miscarry, the legislature will be
called upon this winter to pass an
amendment whereby women in cities of the
third class? will be permitted to vote on
questions of municipal taxation. As Geneva
is in the third class, the law will include
Geneva, if passed. The closing session of the
state convention was held at Oswego last
night. Officers were elected yesterday: the list
includes Rev. George Cross Baner, pastor of
the Universalist church in this city. The
Geneva delegates, who include Mrs.
Elizabeth Smith Miller, Mrs. Greene Smith,
Mrs. W.H. Partridge and Rev. G. C. Baner,
are expected to return this afternoon.
The following dispatch tells of the
important doings of the convention
yesterday:
Oswego, N.Y., Nov. 1 - Dr. Mary Walker
was excluded from membership in the
Woman’s Suffrage Association at the
convention here yesterday afternoon. She

offered her fee, but it was returned to her and
she was ejected from the building. The
ground for refusal was her attack in circulars
on Miss Anthony, in which she declared that
a 16th amendment was not necessary. She
advised women not to be deluded into
furnishing money for such a cause. The
members were indignant at Dr. Walker’s
conduct.
The following officers were elected:
President, Mrs. Marian W. Chapman,
Brooklyn; vice president, Mrs. Ella Hawley
Crosett, Warsaw; corresponding secretary,
Miss Ada M. Hall, Syracuse; recording
secretary, Mrs. Mary T. Sanford, Rochester;
treasurer, Mrs. Priscilla D. Hockstaff,
Brooklyn; auditors, Mrs. Eliza W. Osborne,
and Rev. George C. Baner, Geneva.
The report of the legislative committee
praised Assemblyman Kelsey, Senator
Humphries and Gov. Odell for assistance in
passing the bill allowing tax-paying women to
vote in towns and villages.

The convention adopted a resolution
concerning the assassination of President
McKinley, and indorsing (sic) President
Roosevelt for his work in support of suffrage
for women.
The legislative committee ____ directed to
work the coming winter to have a bill passed
in the state legislature, extending the suffrage
on the municipal tax question to tax paying
women in all third-class cities of the state.
The offer of Dr. Mary Walker of $1
providing the association substitute her plan
of operations of the present efforts was
declined. A large amount was received in
money pleges (sic).
At the closing session last night speeches
were made by Rev. Anna Shaw, Susan B.
Anthony, Harriet May Mills and others.

Geneva Daily times, Friday,
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This photograph, taken in 1896, captures Susan B. Anthony
(center) on her front porch with other early woman’s rights
advocates including Laura Clay, Anna Howard Shaw, Alice
Stone Blackwell, Annie Kennedy Bidwell, Carrie Chapman
Catt, Ida A. Husted Harper, Rachel Foster Avery, and two
others thought to be Winfred Harper and Mary Hayes. (This
photograph is in the public domain because the copyright term is the
author’s life plus 70 years or less.)

Image: Dr. Mary E Walker (right) with
Mrs. Dorothy Hunt, Chicago, 1912

Questions:
1. Who was the audience for
this convention?
2. What was the purpose of this
convention?
3. Who was excluded from
participating?
4. What were the reasons she
was excluded?
5. Why didn’t Dr. Mary Walker
think a 16th Amendment was
necessary?
6. Why do you think her
exclusion made the news?
7. What is a third class city?
8. How did President Roosevelt
support Woman’s Suffrage?

