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A Saving Dress Reform
   A new effort at woman’s dress reform is being made by the 
managers of  cotton mills at Saco, Me.  Because of  the 
accidents that have occurred through the hair or dress of  
operatives being caught in the machinery it has been 
ordered that girls shall not wear their hair hanging down, 
but must coil it close to the head, and the waist and sleeves 
of  their dresses must be close fitting, the latter, of  course, 
being opposed to anything and everything at present stylish. 
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Questions: 
1. What does the inside of  an 1800’s cotton mill look 

like? What does the machinery do in a cotton mill?
2. What did women’s clothing look like in the 1890‘s?
3. What is driving the decision for “girls” to change 

the type of  clothing work while working? 
4. What types of  safety clothing is used today in 

dangerous work? 


